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The applicant Is hereby notified that the international search report and the written opinion of the International Searching 
Authority have been established and are transmitted herewith. 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 
When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal ol the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO, 34 chemin das Golombettes 

121 1 Geneve 20, Switzerland, Fascimile No.: (41 -22) 740.14.35 
For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant Is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2)(a) to ihat effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 



3 - CH Wi *h regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40-2, the applicant Is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau togeiher with the 
^ applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I | no decision hag been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Reminders 

Shortly after the expiration of 18 months from the priority date, the International application will be published by the 
International Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international 
application, or of the priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 906/$. 1 and 906/S.3, respectively, 
before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an Informal basis on the written opinion of the International Searching Authority to the 
International Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an 
international preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available to 
the public but not before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for international preliminary 
examination must be filed if the applicant wishes to postpone the entry Into the national phase until 30 months from the priority 
date (in some Offices even later); otherwise, the applicant must, within 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed 
acts for entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

In respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 months (or later) will apply even if no demand is filed within 1 9 
months- 
Seethe Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 and. for details about the applicable time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Applicant's 
Guide, Volume II, National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 



Name and mailing address of thB International Searching Authority 
European Patent Office, P-B- 6818 Patentlaan 2 
/All ^1-2280 HV Rijswijk 
SHI] Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx, 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 
Maria Zinburgova 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 

These Notes are Intended to oh/e the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 1 9. The 
Noles are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publication of WIPO, 

In these Notes, 'Article", "Rule", and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT. the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively. 

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

The applicant has. after having received the international search report and the written opinion of the International 
Searching Authority, one opportunity to amend the claims of the international application. It should however be emphasized 
that since all parts of the international application (claims.description and drawings) may be amended during the 
International preliminary examination procedure, there is usually no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 
except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published for the purposes of provisional protection or has another 
reason for amending the claims before international publication. Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional 
protection is available in some States only {see PCT Applicant's Guide, Annexes B1 and B2). 

The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that amendments to the claims under Article 1 9 are not allowed where 
the International Searching Authority has declared, under Article 17(2). that no international search report would be 
established (see PCT Applicant's Guide, Volume l/A. paragraph 296). 

What parts of the International application may be amended? 

Under Article 1 9, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the international application may be amended under Article 26 
or, where applicable, Article 41 . 

When? Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 1 6 months from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 
as having been received on time If they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
applicable lime limit but before tlie completion of the technical preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 

Where not to file ihe amendments? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
international Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 

How? Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the claims as filed- 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

All the claims appearing on a replacement sheet musi be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where claims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language In which the international application is to be published. 

What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the International application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 1 9(1)" (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1 )"). 

The letter must be In English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, H the language of the 
International application is English, the letter must be In English; if the language of the international application 
is French, the letter must be In French. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicants or agent's file reference 
JDMA/P203260WO 


ACTION as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/0 04269 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
08/10/2004 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 
08/10/2003 


Applicant — 

STORSACK UK LTD 



I!^!h!S^Z1Si?^ T% Repo . rt £ a ? been Prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the 
according to Article 1 8. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. Y 1160 to tnG 



applicant 



This International Search Report consists of a total of. 



. sheets 



[x] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 



2- 

a 



a. With regard to thg language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international Anni^™ 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 'mernational application In the 

0 ^^^^t^^ CarriCd ° Ut Qn {hG ^ ° f 3 tranfi,a *°n of the international application furnished to 

b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, see Bo* I 
I I Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

Unity of Invention la lacking (see Box III). 



; No. I. 



4. With regard to the title, 

(x] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Q the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

Qjj] ^e text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

LJ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it aooearc in Rn* iw tho .» 

may. wrtnin 0 ne month from u» date of mailing ot thisUemationa. JSS^^K^iS S 

With regard to the drawings, 

a, the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 
I I as suggested by the applicant. 

QO as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
□ as selected by this Authority, because this figure belter characterizes the invention. 
t>. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



I 



International application No. 

PCT/GB2OO4/004269 



Box II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of J 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1 . ' Pj Claims Nos.: v* 
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. [~J Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parte of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance wllh the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple Inventions In this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 

1 . I y | As ail required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
ULJ searchable claims. 

2, f | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not Invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report 
1 — 1 covers only those daim6 for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos,: 



4. |_J No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned In the claims; It Is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicants protest 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees, 
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International Application No. PCT/GB2004 /004269 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
Inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-14 

a sleeve or bag formed by one or more regions of fibre web 
for transporting sheet materials, 1n which said regions are 
fastened together by means of seams, wherein a filler is 
provided in the seams between the overlapping layers of the 
fabric web. 



2. claims: 15-19 

a fibre web for transporting sheet materials comprising a 
base layer of fabric web having three regions of which two 
of them are protective regions, wherein the first and second 
protective regions Include a second layer formed of plastic 
material bonded to the base layer, and wherein the base 
layer includes further sealing regions for covering the 
remaining exposed sides of the sheet material. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/GB2004/004269 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTEH 

IPC 7 B65D88/16 B65D33/02 B65D65/02 



According to International Patent GlaeailicaUon (IPC) or id both national classification and IPC 



a FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documental ion searched (dassiflcaiion system followed by daaaincaiion symbols) 

IPC 7 B65D 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation lo I he extern mat such documents are Included in Ihc fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * Citation of document with Indication, where appropriate. Of tne relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



DE 91 15 015 U (DEUTER SPORT UNO LEDER) 
26 March 1992 (1992-03-26) 
the whole document 



DE 92 15 563 U (ORTWIN M. ZEISSIG) 
28 January 1993 (1993-01-28) 
the whole document 

FR 2 437 925 A (EST IMPRIMERIE PAPETERIE) 
30 April 1980 (1980-04-30) 
the whole document 

FR 1 079 736 A (C0HPT0IR LINIER) 
2 December 1954 (1954-12-02) 
the whole document 



1-5,10, 
12 



1-6, 
12-14 



1-5,12, 
13 



1-5 



_/- 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed id annex. 



0 Special categories of died documents : 

'A' document fining the general stale or tne art which la not 
considered lo be of particular relevance 

•E' earfier document but published on or after the international 
nitng date 

*L" document wntcn may throw doubts on priority ctatm(e) or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date ot another 
dteJJoh or other special reason (as speeff led) 

■O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

°P* document published prior 10 the international filing date but 
later than the priority dale claimed 



*T later document published alter the International riling date 
or priority date and no) In conflict with the application but 
died to understand the principle or theory un denying the 
Invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
invofve an inventive Step When the document is token alone 

*Y" document of particular relevance; the dairned Invention 

cannot be considered to involve an Invent* e step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person stilled 
in the art 

oecumeni member ot the same patent family 



Dale of Ihe actual completion Of the imematkmal search 



10 Nay 2005 



Date of maHtng of the International search report 



t| a 05. 2005 



Name and mailing address of tne ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5816 Patanltaan 2 
NL - 22BQ HV Ri}SWl|K 
Tel. (*3l-70) 340-2040. TV 31 6S1 epo ni. 
Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Visentln, M 



Form PCT/tSA/ato (aocond sheet) {January zooa) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International Application No 

PCT/6B2004/004269 



C .(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO HE RELEVANT 



Category * ClUUlon or document, wttn indication, where appropriate, of the retevani paaEagos 



Relevant to claim No. 



G8 328 269 A (WOLFF & CO. 

KOMMANDIT-GESELLSCHAFT AUF AKTIEN; EMIL 

CZAPEK; RICHARD WE) 

22 April 1930 (1930-04-22) 

the whole document 

US 1 716 403 A (WHITE ARTHUR C) 
11 June 1929 (1929-06-11) 
the whole document 

GB 2 294 902 A (* HERMANN NAWROT GMBH 

SPEZIALPAPIER-UND FOLIENFABRIK) 

15 May 1996 (1996-05-15) 

page 2, lines 10-13 

page 4, lines 10-13; claim 1 

DE 74 35 744 U (HOLTZ H) 
3 April 1975 (1975-04-03) 
claims 1,3; figures 1,3 



15-19 



15-19 



15-19 



15 



Form PCT7ISA/210 (eonllnuatlcn ol sooond aheet) (January 3504) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family member* 


International Application No 

PCT/GB2004/004269 


Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
member(s) 


Publication 
date 



DE 9115015 U 26-03-1992 DE 9115015 Ul 26-03-1992 



DE 9215563 U 28-01-1993 DE 9215563 Ul 28-01-1993 



FR 2437925 A 30-04-1980 FR 2437925 A3 30-04-1980 

DE 2904210 Al 17-04-1980 

DE 7903046 Ul 06-03-1980 



FR 


1079736 


A 


02-12-1954 


NONE 










GB 


328269 


A 


22-04-1930 


NONE 










US 


1716403 


A 


11-06-1929 


NONE 










GB 


2294902 


A 


15-05-1996 


DE 

FR 


9418046 
2724341 


Ul 
Al 


22-12- 
15-03- 


-1994 
-1996 


DE 


7435744 


U 


03-04-1975 


NONE 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



see form PCT/lSAi220 



PCT 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule43f>/s.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

see form PC~MSA>220 



International application No. 
PCT/GB20O4iO04269 



Dale of mailing 

(dayAnonttvyear) see form PCT/1SA£1 0 {second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (cfay/tnonth&Gar) 
08.10-2004 



Priority date (daytnontfvyear) 
08.10.2003 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
B65D88/16, B65D33A32, B65D65X)2 



Applicant 

STORSACK UK LTD 



El 


Box 


No. 


1 




Box 


No. 


II 


□ 


Box 


No. 


III 




Box 


No. 


IV 


El 


Box 


No. 


V 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VI 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VII 


□ 


Box 


No. 


VIM 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/5.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

2 FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notrfed the 
International Bureau under Rule 6B.1 Ws(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/1SAi220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTMSA£20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCTJISA>220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office 
D- 80298 Munich 

Tel. 449 89 2399 - O Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax:449 89 2399-4465 



Authorized Officer 

Visentin, M 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-261 4 



Form (PCTASAC37) (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT>GB20O4yO04269 



Box No, 1 Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide andbbr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andfcr table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCTMSA/237 (January 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY PCT/GB2004>004269 



Box No, » Priority 

1 . H The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43G/S.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43&/S.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity Of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43Ws.1 and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
tiling date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. □ The International Searching Authority has not been able to consider the validity of the priority claim because 

a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed was not available to the International 
Searching Authority at the time that the search was conducted (Rule 17.1). This opinion has nevertheless 
been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

4. Additional observation's, if necessary: 



Box No. IV Lack of unity ot Invention _ 

i El in response to the invitation (Form PCT/1SA206) to pay additional fees, the applicant has: 
S paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ not paid additional fees. 

2. □ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose not to invite 

the applicant to pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rule 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ complied with 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
G3 all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 



» 

Form PCT71SA/237 (Jshuaiy 2004) 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004>004269 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fr/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 15 

No: Claims 1,2 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 15-19 

No: Claims 3-14 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-14 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2004/004269 

Re Item IV. 

1 . There are in the present application three independent claims, 1 , 2 and 1 5 
respectively. 

2. The claims appear to define the two following different inventions: 

I: Claims 1-14 directed to: a sleeve or bag formed by one or more regions of fibre 
web for transporting sheet materials, in which said regions are fastened together by 
means of seams, wherein a filler is provided in the seams between the overlapping 
layers of the fabric web. 

II: Claims 1 5-1 9 directed to: a fibre web for transporting sheet materials comprising 
a base layer of fabric web having three regions of which two of them are protective 
regions, wherein the first and second protective regions include a second layer 
formed of plastic material bonded to the base layer, and wherein the base layer 
includes further sealing regions for covering the remaining exposed sides of the sheet 
material. 

This Authority considers that the two above inventions are not so linked as to form a 

single general inventive concept, as required by Rule 13.1 PCT. 

The reasons for raising the above objection of lack of unity of inventions are as 

follows. 

2.1 The present inventions aim to solve the following problems. 

Invention I: providing a fibre web or a sleeve which provides a particular protection to 
the edges of the transported sheet material; 

The feature which solve this problem is the specific form of the seams used to join 
together the different regions of the web which incorporate a filler. 

Invention II: providing a fibre web which provides a particular protection to the largest 
faces of the sheet material. 

The features which solves this problem are the second layer formed of plastic 
material bonded to the base layer and the further sealing regions. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/004269 



The two inventions solve two different problems by means of different potentially 
special technical features, the only common feature being a fibre web. 

2.2 In conclusion, the groups of claims are not linked by common or corresponding 
special technical features and define two different inventions not linked by a single 
general inventive concept. 

The application, hence, does not appear as meeting the requirements of unity of 
invention as defined in Rules 13.1 and 13.2 PCT. 



Re Item V. 



1 . The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1: DE-U-91 15 015 
D2: DE-U-92 15 563 
D3: FR-A-2 437 925 
D4: FR-A-1 079 736 

2 Every one of the cited documents is considered to represent a relevant state of the 
art for the matter defined in both claims 1 and 2, respectively. D1 to D4 define a fibre 
web having different regions jointed by seams incorporating a filler between the 
overlapping layers, according to the features of independent claim 1 and 2. In 
particular figure 1 of D4 shows a fibre web in form of a sleeve. 

2. The subject-matter of claims 1 and 2, therefore, does not satisfy the criterion set 
forth in Article 33(2) PCT because it is not new in respect of prior art as defined in the 
regulations (Rule 64(1 )-(3) PCT). 

3. With respect to the dependent claims 3-14 it is observed that they define features 
which are either well known from the available prior art, or which appear to come well 
within the capabilities of the person skilled in the art. 
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4. Document GB-A-328 269 can be considered as the closest prior art for the matter 
defined in independent claim 15. The fibre web adapted for transporting sheet 

i materials defined in claim 15 differs from the disclosed product in that it comprises 
two protective regions including a bonded plastic layer, said two region being 
separated by a third region, further sealing regions adjacent the protective regions 
being included in order to cover by folding the remaining exposed sides of the 
protected sheet material. 

4.1 The available prior arts fails to give any indication leading to the arrangement 
suggested by the above combination of features of the invention. 

5. The subject-matter of claim 1 5, therefore, satisfies the criterion set forth in Article 
33(3) PCT because it can be considered as involving an inventive step (Rule 65(1 )(2) 
PCT). 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[Received by the International Bureau on 1 1 July 2005 (1 1 .07.05): 
original claims 1 to 14 deleted; original claims 15 to 19 renumbered as claims 1 to 5; (1 page)] 



L A fibre web adapted for transporting sheet materials, wherein the fibre web 
comprises a base layer of woven fibre having three regions in which: a first protective region 
is adapted to cover one of the two largest faces of the sheet material, a second protective 
region is adapted to cover the other of the largest faces of the sheet material, and a third region 
separating the first and second regions and joined to both is adapted to cover a fece separating 
the two largest faces of the sheet material, wherein at least the first and second protective 
regions include a second layer formed of plastics material bonded to the base layer, and 
wherein the base layer includes one or more further scaling regions adjacent to the first and or 
second protective regions, the or each scaling region being 

adapted to cover one or more of the remaining exposed sides of the sheet material when 
suitably folded. 

2. A fibre web as claimed in claim 1, wherein the or each sealing region is provided 
with releasable fastening means to enable the or each sealing region to be fastened releasable 
to a corresponding surface of the base layer when the fibre web is suitably folded. 

3. A fibre web as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the plastics material is corrugated 
polypropylene. 

4« A fibre web as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3, wherein the base layer is formed from 
woven polypropylene. 

5. A fibre web as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the base layer is coated on 
both sides with polypropylene . 
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